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The Messenger 
June 2017 

To uplift, inspire, inform, and motivate the congregation to participate in the ministry of the church and grow in their faith. 

Carter Memorial United Methodist Church 

  

Our mission is to seek, share, and serve God 

Charge Conference and Pre-Conference Meeting 
 
Our yearly Charge Conference will be held on June 25th following worship; the meeting will be conducted by 

our District Superintendent Rene Perez.  At the meeting we will hear staff and committee reports, approve the 

pastor’s compensation, approve the church structure and leadership and vote to accept the merger of Christ 

Church UMC and Carter Memorial UMC.  Following the meeting the Trustees will meet for the election of 

officers. 
 

In order to prepare for this important meeting a pre-conference meeting will be held on June 18th following 

worship where the details of the merger will be presented for discussion in advance of any vote on the 25th. 

Church Picnic: Celebration of Millie’s 
40 Years of Ministry! – June 11

th
 

 
The Fellowship Committee invites you to the annual 

spring cookout on Sunday June 11th This year we 

will honor our beloved Millie’s 40 years of ministry 

as the Director of Music! The event will take place 

after service and will include cookout fare, potluck 

dishes, lawn games, and of course fellowship and 

recognition of our gratitude for Millie’s many years 

of service at Carter.  

 

Please join in the fun and bring a favorite side, sal-

ad, or dessert to share*. The main meal will be on 

the grill; hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers and 

grilled chicken.  

 

This event will take place rain or shine. We hope to 

see you there!  
 

*with respect to common allergens, we ask that all 

dishes are nut free. 

An Announcement from  
Reverend Stuart Tucker 

 
Dear Carter Memorial Members 

and Friends, 

 

Our bishop and cabinet have of-

fered and I have accepted an ap-

pointment effective July 1, 2017.  June 18 will be my 

last Sunday worshipping at Carter.   
 

I will be pastor of Plainville UMC.  It is a church 

that is small in number but strong in prayer and mis-

sion.  I am honored that the New England Annual 

Conference would entrust one of their churches to 

my care, considering that my conference affiliation is 

elsewhere.  This is a half time appointment and I will 

continue to be working out of my home in Walpole.   
 

From 2004 until 2016 I was part of the clergy staff 

here at Carter.  Words cannot express what a bless-

ing all these years have been.  There is much I will 

miss.  But I have grown as a Christian, pastor and 

person because of all of you.  I will always consider 

Carter my church home.  I will continue to pray for 

you as I know you will pray for me. 
 

In Christ’s love, Stuart 
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Pastor’s Letter 
 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put 
into your lap; for the measure you 
give will be the measure you get 
back.”    Luke 6:38 

 

Sunday, May 14th was the last day that John and 

Marie Olson would play with PS96.  PS96 is a tight 

little group, we pray together, laugh together and 

play together, sometimes we are all on the same page 

and other times the “road map” takes detours!  We 

are certainly not as disciplined as the chancel choir or 

Joyful Ringers, although Sally Mallast does her best 

to keep us on track. I know that PS96 isn’t the only 

group in the church that will be shifting in leadership; 

the same will be true of the Chancel Choir and the 

Joyful Ringers as people relocate and retire.  
 

Marie is a woman of deep and abiding faith, she is 

one of those rare people who are “of the world but 

not in the world.”  I was sharing with her my concern 

about PS96 and others who will be leaving the music 

program as well as the financial loss to the church. 

Her response was quick and true “You know that 

God has a plan that and that God will send more 

musicians and even more generous members. 

“What’s the scripture?” she rhetorically asked and 

she proceeded to quote the verse above. Marie 

believes that God is the provider of all things and 

reminded me as her pastor that I needed to believe, 

accept, and trust that promise. 
 

When people ask me ten years from now what I 

learned from my time as pastor at Carter it will be 

that “change is constant.”  We have lost and added 

staff and church members, cared for building 

renovations and new programs, and if this feels like a 

lot, imagine what it might be like for those from 

Christ Church…talk about change! Each year has 

been a challenge, each year we have wondered if this 

is the tipping point that will burst the bubble. Yet, 

since 2010 we have stabilized and level funded the 

budget, we have added staff, we have increasing our 

giving, we have offered new programs and mission 

opportunities, we have donated $50,000 to Imagine 

No Malaria and offered a concert to the community, 

we have done more than survive we have been 

“pressed down, shaken together, running over.” We 

have measured our lives and discipleship not by 

what we don’t have but what we have been blessed 

with, not by fear of change but by embracing the 

opportunity for discovery, not by loss but by hope.  
 

We ARE Easter people, resilient, faithful, 

determined, hopeful, community, alive and as we 

seek, share and serve while “standing on the 

promises of God.”  
 

This message is about the changes that we will be 

experiencing as members of the church journey in 

different directions, but let us not forget that a 

couple of weeks ago we also welcomed over twenty 

people into this same community. Surely God 

provides; surely God is good! 

 

See you in church! 

 

Gary 

Mission Trip Departs on July 1 
 

This summer a group from Carter will be going to 

the Manos Juntas ministry, a Methodist ministry 

located in Rio Bravo, Mexico.   This ministry pro-

vides construction, health care, and educational ser-

vices to the needy in their local area.   We will help 

with the construction of community buildings and 

with additional educational and health services.  We 

will be staying in dorm-style rooms at Manos Jun-

tas' facilities in Rio Bravo.    

 

Manos Juntas had 45 groups visit them last year. 

We have talked to some of them and they were all 

extremely positive on the experience.  

 

There are 26 people who have already signed up for 

the trip.   Spaces are still available for those who are 

interested.   Please contact Tim McCleary or John 

Frantz if you have any questions. 
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June 

Worship 

 
 

 
June 4 Holy Communion/Pentecost 

 Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 7:37-39 

 
As Jesus’ disciples huddled together in fear, the Holy 

Spirit entered their dwelling in rushing wind and 

tongues of fire. In that moment, the Church was born. 

Without Pentecost, the gospel would not have moved 

beyond that group of disciples huddled in the upper 

room. The Spirit that was promised to the prophet Joel 

is active in our world today, granting visions and 

dreams to our old and young alike. The power of God 

to create and renew life is the power of the Holy 

Spirit. We see this power in the psalmist’s hymn of 

praise. We behold this power in Paul’s discussion of 

adoption in Christ through the Spirit. And we see the 

promise of this power in Jesus, as he comforts his 

disciples before his death. 

 

The Chancel Choir will sing The God of Second 

Chances by David Haas. Rev. Stuart Tucker will bring 

the morning message. 

 

June 11 Recognizing 40 Years 

 

We will be celebrating the 40 years of service that 

Millie Bean has given to the Carter community; a little 

extra music and something special an “interview” with 

Millie! It’s a can’t miss worship service as we get a 

chance to reflect on what the synergy of music, 

passion, praise and the work of the Holy Spirit 

 

The Chancel Choir will sing Hymn of Promise by 

Natalie Sleeth.  Dr. Beane and Rev. Shaw will be 

providing the morning reflection. 

 

June 18 Graduation Sunday/Father’s Day 

 

Our youth and recent graduates will be bringing us the 

morning message as we recognize their 

accomplishments.  This is always a powerful service 

as our graduates express their hopes, dreams and 

disappointments for their lives and faith. 

 

The Chancel Choir will sing Kumbayah arranged by 

Paul Sjolund and the Joyful Ringers will play Great 

Is Thy Faithfuness by William M. Runyan. Karli 

LeFort will bring the morning message. 

 

June 25 Third Sunday after Pentecost/Baptism 

 Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10, 

 16-17; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39 

 
These scriptures are hard to hear. In the Genesis 

passage, Abraham is asked by his wife to “cast out” 

Hagar and her son. And in the Matthew passage, we 

hear Jesus proclaim that he has not come to bring 

peace, but a sword to sow conflict among family 

members. But through these stories, and through the 

words of the psalmist and of Paul, we realize that 

God provides for us, especially in the midst of 

adversity. God brings healing and new life. God 

proclaims, “Do not fear,” and those who hear and 

follow Christ find new life. 

 

The Chancel Choir will sing Give Me Jesus arranged 

by Jester Hairston and It’s My Desire by Peter 

Bagley and Howard Boyer.  Rev. Shaw will bring 

the morning message.  

Congratulations Graduates 
 

From High School: 
 

Elizabeth Harvey 

Karli LeFort 

Steven Shaw 

Christina Wysocki 
 

 
From College: 

 

Nathan Malast 

Lauren Zoppo 
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Music for 
June 

 

 

 

The God of Second Chances is the Choir's anthem 

for June 4th.  David Haas introduces his anthem 

with the words, "For all who long to start over, to 

begin again." This anthem text encourages us to 

"forgive ourselves...and become children of God's 

love."  The accompaniment for the anthem is piano, 

flute, and cello, and the piece concludes with the 

instruments alone, with Aaron, Anita, and Carrie 

playing the instrumental parts.  However, the final 

chord does not resolve to the original tonality but 

leaves us expecting something more, as God gives us 

second chances. 

 

The Chancel Choir's anthem for June 11th is a 

beautiful setting of the familiar hymn by Natalie 

Sleeth, Hymn of Promise.  Natalie Sleeth reminds us 

in this text that each change we experience 

throughout our lives remains "unrevealed until its 

season, something God alone can see."  This 

arrangement by Tom Fettke has the Choir singing 

two verses of the hymn in four and two-part 

harmony, followed by a verse in a new key with a 

slightly altered timing.  The anthem concludes with a 

unison statement of the text, "There's a song in ev'ry 

silence, seeking word and melody; there's a dawn in 

ev'ry darkness, bringing hope to you and me." 

 

On June 18th, the Choir will sing a wonderful 

setting of Kumbayah, arranged by Paul Sjolund.  

This setting begins with the Kumbayah refrain 

unaccompanied in four parts; as the keyboard part 

enters, the excitement builds through each verse:  

“Someone’s prayin’, someone’s cryin’, someone’s 

singin’,” and concludes quietly as we pray, “Oh 

Lord, Kumbaya (come by here).” 

 

Also on June 18th, the Joyful Ringers will play an 

arrangement of the familiar hymn Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness, composed by William M. Runyan. This 

wonderful hymn reminds us that God is faithful to 

each of us throughout all the experiences of our lives, 

and this faithfulness will always be with us.  The 

beautiful sounds of the bells joyfully ring with the 

affirmation of God's great faithfulness.  

 

On June 25th, the Chancel Choir will sing Give Me 

Jesus, a well-known spiritual arranged by Jester 

Hairston.  This spiritual is actually one of my 

favorite anthems, perhaps because of where I first 

heard it.  Many years ago, our family traveled to 

California and visited Holman United Methodist 

Church in Los Angeles for their Sunday morning 

service.  We learned that morning that the choir of 

100 singers was presenting a concert in the 

afternoon; of course, we returned for the concert!  

Give Me Jesus was part of the concert, and I was 

transfixed by the sound and the message.  Over the 

following years, Earl and I developed a friendship 

with the Director of the Holman Choir, Dr. David 

Bowick, and we invited Dr. Bowick to Needham to 

participate in an Interfaith Concert.  Dr. Bowick has 

since passed away, but his legacy of teaching us 

about spirituals, and especially Give Me Jesus, is 

timeless.  Elinor Chamberlain will sing the beautiful 

soprano solo. 

 

The Choir will sing a second anthem on June 25th, 

this one a strong Gospel anthem by Peter Bagley 

and Howard Boyer entitled It's My Desire.  As we 

approach summer, we may find time to reflect on 

our individual lives and strive once more to live as 

Christ calls us to live.  This anthem states clearly:  

"It's my desire to be like the Lord."  With a strong 

piano accompaniment and a memorable melody, this 

music inspires us to “seek, share, and serve God” in 

every aspect of our lives. 

 

Throughout the month of June, the Chancel Choir 

will sing several of our favorite choral benedictions.  

Each of these pieces has an important message that 

we hope each of us will carry with us into the 

coming weeks.  The choral benedictions will be: 

 Guide My Feet, by Carl Harris 

 Lord, Make Me More Faithful, by David Bowick 

 The Lord Bless You and Keep You,  

  by Peter C. Lutkin 

 Do All the Good You Can,  

  by John Wesley and Millie Beane 

 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Transitions and Changes  
 

Community is constantly changing, renewing itself 

and letting go.  New folks bring new ideas, energy 

and vision, those leaving take with them wisdom, his-

tory and many times our hearts. 

 

In May we said goodbye to John and Marie Olson.  

John has been active in PS 96 as well as the Technol-

ogy Committee, while Marie played with the Joyful 

Ringers, PS96, sang in the choir and was one of those 

who held the vision and founded Bread of Life. John 

and Marie have moved to Houston to be closer to 

family. 
 

John and Marie Olson 

3406 Waterwind Ct. 

Friendswood, TX  77546 

 

In May we also learned that Barbara Barton had 

moved to Texas to be closer to family.  Barbara was a 

long time counter of the Sunday offering, bible and 

adult class attendee and someone who had an incredi-

ble green thumb. Barbara had a deep thirst for 

knowledge and took some courses at Andover New-

ton Theological School. 

 

Barbara and Ted Barton 

24001 Cinco Valley Center Blvd 

Katy, TX 77494 

 

Donna MacMillan and Jerry Miller are moving to 

Myrtle Beach, SC the beginning of June as they enter 

a time of retirement together.  If you ever see the 

choir wave during the passing of the peace it is most 

likely to Donna and Jerry as they have been steadfast 

balcony people and Alfreton Road after worship 

greeters. Donna has been involved in almost every 

aspect of the church and Jerry has been supportive 

and encouraging of her gift of time. 

 

Donna MacMillan and Jerry Miller 

1600 Laurelcress Drive 

Myrtle Beach, SC  29577 

 

 

Carrie DesRoches and Eric Harvey will be moving 

to San Francisco in June as Eric has taken a job in 

the Bay area. Carrie has been part of the Joyful 

Ringers, Chancel Choir and PS 96 and has gifted us 

with her cello playing.  Eric has been active in 

Trustees work days and seems to be the only person 

who is able to fix the carillon when it decides not to 

play. Carrie and Eric were married a year ago at 

Carter. 
 

Carrie DesRoches and Eric Harvey 

2860 Grove Way 

Castro Valley, CA 94546 

 

Stephen Earheart will be relocating to Atlanta, GA 

sometime in June for work purposes. While it will 

be hard to leave Carter he will be closer to his dad 

who retired last year and has lots of projects for 

Steve to tackle! It’s hard to say where Steve hasn’t 

been a moving force at Carter; from the music pro-

gram to the Campaign for Carter, lay leader to 

preachers foil. 
 

Stephen Earheart 

1020 Piedmont Ave. NE 

Apt. 1912 

Atlanta GA 30309 

 

All of these folks have expressed two important 

sentiments: 

 That Carter has been a wonderful place for them 

to grow spiritually, make friends, serve God and 

make a difference in the world. 

 That no one in the church should think “What 

will we do?” because each of them has said 

something similar to: “We trust that God will 

supply Carter with folks to carry on what we 

have been a part of. God has plans for this 

church to prosper and the folks at the church 

need to trust in that promise.” 



  June 2017 The Messenger   6 

 

 

Faith Formation 
            

@Carter 

DFF Dabbles, 
 
Each morning when I turn on my computer to begin 

the work day, I am greeted by a precious photograph 

of dozens of sweet little faces, standing at the front 

of the sanctuary, singing their hearts out. There are 

tiny preschoolers in the front and soon-to-be middle 

schoolers standing tall in the back. Some are clearly 

confident, while others look nervous to be the focal 

point of the entire congregation’s attention. But de-

spite their differences, they are all sharing the same 

message: 

 

Take His lead, Take His lead, 

Take His lead,Take His lead. 

There will be an answer, It is ME! 

 

I cannot begin to tell you how proud I am of our 

Sunday School classes and the wonderful service 

that they shared with us on Children’s Sunday. 

While many have congratulated me on a job well 

done, I truly cannot take the credit. Our kids have 

spent the year praying, learning, questioning, experi-

menting, growing, and thinking critically about what 

it is they want to leave as a legacy of their faith and 

their lives The service they shared was a reflection of 

that very work. And while it is always fun to snack 

on candy and play games during the worship service, 

I hope that everyone was able to take to heart the tre-

mendous challenge that our children laid out for us: 

to CHANGE THE WORLD THROUGH THE 

LOVE OF CHRIST.  No small task. But because of 

them – the little children that have come unto Jesus – 

I am certain that we must try. 

 

   Blessings, 

   Ashley M Murphy, DFF 

 
  

Faith in Action Book of the Month 
 

It has been a wonderful year of learning and ques-

tioning together through our Faith in Action Books 

of the Month. As we wind down the church year 

and prepare for the fall, we are offering a chance 

for those who may have missed a title or desire to 

reread a particular book the chance to do so. The 

entire collection of 2016-2017 Faith in Action 

books will be available for checkout in the volun-

teer office throughout the month of June. Each 

week we will highlight a different title, with a brief 

book review by one of our own.  

 

Race and White Privilege 

A Follow-up Discussion 
 

Following our February Faith Forum, several mem-

bers of the community expressed interest in partici-

pating in additional conversation around issues of 

race and white privilege. If you are interested in 

joining such a discussion, please contact Joan 

Hafner at joan.a.hafner@gmail.com. No format is 

set, so feel free to include your ideas! 

 

Senior Small Group  
 

Senior Small Group is a wonderful venue for our 

older members to connect, share stories, explore 

Scripture, and learn about important, relevant life 

topics. Open to anyone who considers him/herself a 

“senior,” we are always happy to welcome new fac-

es. Find support, share ideas, and ask hard ques-

tions while building meaningful relationships with 

your peers. This month we will gather to cele-

brate our year on June 13 at 10:00am in the 

Chapel. All are warmly welcome. Please note: the 

Senior Small Group will NOT meet in the months 

of July and August. 

mailto:joan.a.hafner@gmail.com
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The last Sunday this spring that the Chancel Choir 

will sing in worship is June 25th.  During the 

summer months, soloists and small groups of 

musicians will provide the special music for our 

worship services. 

 

Millie Beane 

Director of Music 

(Continued from page 4) 

Summer Reading 
 

Following up on our "Book of the Month" sugges-

tions, the Faith Formation Team has a few summer 

reads to recommend.  Whatever your style  or wher-

ever you go this summer one of these books can go 

along.  Keep in touch with Carter friends through 

reading together and keep reading and thinking 

faith.  Our choices are varied from classics, romance 

or current and quirky.  We will provide a couple of 

copies of each book, in the volunteer room.  Please 

read and return for others.  Happy Summer!  Happy 

Reading!      

 

"Practice of the Presence of God"   

by Brother Lawrence 
 

Brother Lawrence was a medieval monk with a sim-

ple faith.  He was able to sense God's presence eve-

rywhere, even in the monastery kitchen doing dish-

es.  This is a short book with a long impact. 

 

"Wearing God: Clothing, Laughter, Fire, and 

Other Overlooked Ways of Meeting God"  

By Lauren F. Winner 
 

This current book is light hearted and playful, seri-

ous and informative as well as devotional and im-

portant.  It's a winner!  

 

"Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the 

Wrong People"  

By Nadia Bolz-Weber  
 

In Accidental Saints, New York Times best-selling au

-thor Nadia Bolz-Weber invites readers into a sur-

prising encounter with what she calls “a religious but 

not-so-spiritual life.” A former standup comic turned 

pastor stubbornly, sometimes hilariously, resists the 

God she feels called to serve. But God keeps show-

ing up in the least likely of people—a church-loving 

agnostic, a drag queen, a felonious Bishop and a gun

-toting member of the NRA.  As she lives and wor-

ships alongside these “ac-cidental saints,” Nadia is 

swept into first-hand en-counters with grace and by 

this grace, people are trans-formed in ways they 

couldn’t have been on their own.  

"The Sacred Romance"  

by Brent Curtis and John Eldredge  
 

Ever think of God as a lover, seeking you?  What 

about all the evils we see and hear in the world and 

the hard times we experience?  Curtis and Eldredge 

draw you in with personal stories and pull together 

the story of that romance with God. 

  

"Sleeping with Bread -  

Holding what gives you life" 

by Dennis Linn, Shelia Fabricant Linn  

and Matthew Linn 
 

This book is about asking ourselves two questions: 

For what am I most grateful? For what am I least 

grateful? These questions help us identify moments 

of consolation and desolation.  "For centuries, 

prayerful people have found direction for their days 

and for their lives by identifying these moments. 

This technique called "The Examen of Conscience" 

is presented in a way that families, friends and com-

munities can share and that will be easily accessible 

to anyone.  This is a thin and easy book - enjoyable.  

 

Weekday Morning Book Group  

Wednesday, June 28, 12:30pm 
 

The weekday morning book group invites you to join 

them! This diverse group meets in the church parlor 

to share their thoughts and ideas on a wide range of 

books and themes. This month’s title is:  Searching 

for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans.  A memoir about 

making do and taking risks, about the messiness of 

community and the power of grace, Searching for 

Sunday is about overcoming cynicism to find hope 

and, somewhere in between, Church. 
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Theme of the Month: 

 Let’s Get Started 

 

Scripture Lesson: Matthew 25: 35 
 

June Sunday School 
 

It has been an incredible Sunday School year. We 

have traced our heritage from Ancient Judaism 

through to our current United Methodist congrega-

tion, all the while questioning and exploring the 

ways in which we hope to shape our faith communi-

ty and the world moving forward. The children have 

dared to dream big with their goals for their own leg-

acy: To change the world through the love of Jesus 

Christ. To, just as Jesus commanded, love God and 

our neighbors. What better time to start than now? 

Our June Sunday School lessons will offer an oppor-

tunity to begin the hands-on work of sharing life-

changing love with the world. We will work as a 

large group to construct two little libraries to be 

placed at both our Needham and Wellesley locations. 

The children will then select a collection of books to 

fill the libraries so that others can have access to the 

lessons and resources that help to shape their lives. 

 

Please note: Learning is hard work, and isn’t always 

neat and tidy. Children should come to Sunday 

School dressed to get messy. All children in grades 3

-5 should bring their Bible with them each Sunday. 

@Carter 

Vacation Bible School 2017 
June 26-30, 9:00am-12:00pm 

 
This year’s Vacation Bible School will be held 

June 26-30. All children ages 3-12 are invited to 

participate in a week of fun, faith development, 

and fellowship. For more information and to regis-

ter please contact Ashley ASAP. 

 

A little too old to be a camper? We are in need of 

volunteers of all ages and talents! There are jobs 

for everyone, both during the week and in prepara-

tion – please let Ashley know if you are able to 

help.  

Family Faith Reads Book of the Month 

 
Each month, the Faith Formation Team will suggest 

a Family Faith Reads Book of the Month. These ti-

tles are designed to be easy to read (or read aloud) 

and give families a chance to talk about faith issues 

in their own living rooms. 

 

This month’s title is Red  by Michael Hall. A copy of 

the book is available for check-out in the church vol-

unteer office.  

 

Family Sunday School 

Sunday, June 25 
 

While Sunday School – and church in general – is a 

wonderful tool for Faith Formation, it is well estab-

lished that faith begins at home. On Sunday, June 25, 

families with children in Preschool-Grade 12 are in-

vited to participate in an interactive, multisensory 

Sunday School experience together that will get eve-

ryone thinking about what it means to explore faith 

as a family.  

 

This workshop is designed to equip all ages to have 

theological discussions and develop faith practices 

outside the walls of the church.  
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150
th

 Anniversary Booklet 
“Faith will find what it is seeking…” 

(D. Bonhoeffer) 

 

In my April Messenger article we saw how the Rev. 

John Cooledge along with 21 dedicated church mem-

bers stepped out in faith, and laid the foundation for 

what we know as Carter Memorial UMC.  They be-

lieved in what they were doing; and in allowing faith 

to guide and fuel their actions, began a journey that 

has been ongoing for 150 years.  Since then so many 

changes have taken place, and so many lives have 

been touched by that one simple act of faith 

 

I had been asked to go through the last 50 years of 

Annual Reports.  In writing down the facts of each 

individual year, I realized it was developing into a 

larger story of our past Church history, and reached 

out to my dear friend Beverly Arbuckle, knowing her 

beautiful writing skills as the former Editor of the 

UMW Newsletter for 10+ years, and the creative 

seamstress who made our green church Paraments.  I 

was so happy when she agreed to assist me.  Enjoy 

the remaining article and appreciate the flow of her 

writing…. 

 

….. What a delight to read the larger story Anna Jean 

was weaving from the facts found in all those Annu-

al Reports!  Through her words and meticulous re-

search, I found myself re-living the formative years 

of my youth and adulthood. The people mentioned 

were more than just names; they were actual persons 

whose thoughts and actions had a profound influence 

on my life.  And like Anna Jean, I realized these dear 

friends, and the faith they embodied, must not be lost 

in the mists of time, but instead need recording as 

part of the life and breath that has been, and remains, 

Carter Memorial UMC.  We must not lose the Spirit 

they have endowed us with. 

 

In Jeremiah 6:16 we read, “Stand at the crossroads 

and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the 

good way is and walk in it, and you will find rest for 

your souls.”  In this anniversary year, we are at a 

crossroads.  150 years of a journey begun in faith, 

and subsequently based on, and sustained by faith, 

will soon be behind us.  And we are now being 

 

called to carry that Cross of Faith forward, into the 

future.  How do we do this?  By looking at where we 

came from, using that reflection as guide for the 

good way we must follow into tomorrow. 

 

And so the idea of a 150th Anniversary Booklet was 

born.  Sometimes knowing where we come from can 

help us better understand where it is we need to go.  

This is something Anna Jean and I feel very strongly 

about, and as such felt called to write a path of the 

past, for those who will come after us to refer back 

to for guidance, assurance…for the roots they will 

need to ground them as they continue to grow in 

faith during the years ahead, and the challenges that 

will bring. 

 

And this is where you – the congregation of Carter 

Memorial UMC come into play.  This Anniversary 

Booklet is yours as well.  Anna Jean and I can write 

of the past; the people, the events, the programs and 

ministries which have made up and defined Carter 

Memorial.  However only the congregation, you the 

people who are the Church today, can write about 

the present….can offer those to come, a brief snap-

shot of how we are living and experiencing the mo-

ment of today. 

 

Therefore, we would like to ask for your own per-

sonal contributions to the Anniversary Booklet.  A 

chapter, in which to incorporate and share your 

thoughts and feelings, your memories or experiences 

of life in our Church community, can only enhance 

and enrich the spirit of this booklet.  Maybe it’s a 

photo of significance.  A prayer, devotion, or hymn 

that has meaning for you which others might benefit 

from.  Words from a sermon which have made a dif-

ference.  Perhaps a favorite Bible verse or quotation 

that has inspired you, and might therefore offer the 

same to the rest of us.  These are not testimonials, 

but rather a sharing of something that has moved or 

touched you personally.  A snap shot in words, of 

life as we live it, and see it today through the eyes of 

faith. 

 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Erin Newcomb and 

Spencer Moore as they celebrate the 

covenant of marriage on June 3 at 

Aldersgate UMC in Chelmsford, MA.  

Following a brief honeymoon Erin will be 

commissioned as a probationary elder at Annual 

Conference on June 14 and on July 1, start her new 

appointment as Associate Pastor at Trinity UMC in 

Springfield, MA.  

Potluck and Prayer at Christ 
Church 

 
On Tuesday, June 13, beginning at 6:30 there 

will be a potluck gathering at Christ Church 2 

Brook St., Wellesley, MA. This is an opportuni-

ty for fellowship and a chance for folks to get to 

know one another and share prayer concerns. If 

you are interested in attending please email Cin-

dy Wright at cindywright13@aol.com or call 

Doreen Embree at 781-449-2182 and let them 

know what you plan to bring and how many will 

be coming. 

I was born and raised at Carter Memorial.  Anna 

Jean came here as a young woman from Nashville 

Tennessee, and had four small children to rear.  Dif-

ferent people, different backgrounds, yet we found a 

Spiritual Home here – a Family in Christ and in 

Faith.  We have developed a deep passion for this 

Church which has nurtured us, and offered a haven 

through difficult days; that has shared our joys - 

even as it has been the source of many of the best 

times we have known.  And this is why we have felt 

called to compile an Anniversary Booklet.  We ask 

that you share this passion with us, and with others 

of your Church family! 
 

Please consider submitting something of meaning to 

your heart, to your soul….that you too might have a 

part in this momentous occasion of 150 years of 

Faith in Action.  Imagine a church member 25 or 50 

years from now reading through this booklet and 

seeing – through your words, memories, and 

thoughts – the life of Carter Memorial UMC in this 

year of our Lord 2017 
 

Submissions can be sent to either Anna Jean or 

Bev….or left at the Church office. 
 

Anna Jean Venable (ajde@rcn.com) 

267 Canton St.  Westwood, MA  02090 
 

Bev Arbuckle (b.rbuckle@comcast.net) 

757 Highland Ave. #319, Needham, MA 02494 

 

(Continued from page 9) 

Congratulations to Karen 

and Stuart Tucker on the 

birth of granddaughter, 

Evelyn May, on May 6 

 

Maralyn and Jim Mayo 

Wingate Residences 

235 Gould Street Apt. 327 

Needham, MA 02494 

 

Judy Gale 

Avery  Apt. 202 

110 West Street 

Needham, MA 02494 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
 

Nectar Ajamian 
May 23, 2017 

Mother of Paul, Gary and Lois 

mailto:cindywright13@aol.com
mailto:ajde@rcn.com
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Carter Memorial United Methodist Church 
800 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 

Church Office 781-444-2460 
office@carterumc.org 

9:00 Christian Education 
10:15 worship 

Rev. Gary L. Shaw 
Senior Pastor, pastor@carterumc.org 

www.carterumc.org 

 Return Service Requested  

June 26-30, 9:00am-12:00pm 
 

All children ages 3-12 are invited to participate in a week of fun, faith development, and fellowship.  

For more information and to register please contact Ashley ASAP. 

 

A little too old to be a camper? We are in need of volunteers of all ages and talents!  

There are jobs for everyone, both during the week and in preparation. 

Please let Ashley know if you are able to help.  


